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All stakeholders must come on board to resolve
literacy crisis caused by covid: Rajnath Singh

PTI

letters@hindustantimes.com
NEW DELHI : The literacy crisis
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic cannot be solved by
teachers alone and all stake-
holders need to come on board
to explore transformative solu-
tions, Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on Mon-
day.Singh made the comments
during the inaugural session of
a two-day education summit on
the theme “A Paradigm Shift in
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN): Making India
Literate in Months, not Years".
"Itis high time to bring all the

stakeholders on the same table
to explore transformative solu-

tions to the mammoth crises of

foundational literacy and
numeracy. Without strategic
thinking and without highly dis-
ruptive solutions, the literacy
crises will continue to deepen.
The children in class 3 today
have not seen school till
recently,” Singh said
."Children in grade 5 lost
most of what they learned in
grade 3 before the pandemic.
Thus, the vast majority of chil-
dren in primary grades need
urgent support. We cannot
leave it to the teachers alone to
solve this major crisis. Entire

communities need to be mobil-
ised and all segments of society
have to work in synergy. FLN
needs to be treated as an emer-
gency, and we need all hands-on
deck,” he added.

According to UNICEF, over
70 per cent of the 10-year-olds
do not have the FLN skills post
Covid-induced school closures.

“India needs highly disrupt-
ive solutions to bridge the learn-
ing gap. The traditional meth-
ods have grossly failed to
develop the foundational skills
even after five years of school-
ing,” Singh said.During the first
day of the summit, book written
by noted economist Sunita Gan-

dhi titled "Disruptive Literacy: A
Roadmap for Urgent Global
Action” was also launched.

The book highlights that
major gains and breakthroughs
are possible through three
prongs -- a nationwide mass
movement in which every
stakeholder from the students
to government officials needs to
be involved at all levels like in
the pulse polio campaign; gov-
ernment commitment to such a
movement, and through trans-
formative curriculum and proc-
esses of teaching and learning
that allows young and old vol-
unteers and all teachers to get
involved.
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‘All stakeholders must come on

board to resolve literacy crisis’

NEW DELHI: The literacy crisis caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic cannot be solved by teachers
alone and all stakeholders need to come on
board to explore transformative solutions, Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said on Monday.
Singh made the comments during the inaugural
session of a two-day education summit on the
theme ‘A Paradigm Shift in Foundational Literacy
and Numeracy (FLN): Making India Literate in
Months, not Years'. “It is high time to bring all
the stakeholders on the same table to explore
transformative solutions to the mammoth crises
of foundational literacy and numeracy. Without
strategic thinking and without highly disruptive
solutions, the literacy crises will continue to
deepen. The children in class 3 today have not
seen school till recently,” Rajnath said.

www.saksharmedia.com



http://www.saksharmedia.com/

SAKSHAR

/v Al
3. Publication: Free Press Journal
Date: 13 June 2022
Page No: 20

ﬁm The publishers permit sharing of the e-paper‘c pdf on WhatsApp and other social media platforms

Loy
20 13 Pagee 115 rr_‘,

on e o s

FREE PRESS JOU

WEATHER
24%¢. 27

OF19.6% 1N A WITERS,OT QUANTIY  ACTRESS VAANI KAPOOR e i
Summlt tackles basic education problems
AGENCIES /| NEW DELHI school closures do not have and without highly disrup-

Foundational Literacy and tive solutions, the literacy

two-day summit on Numeracy (FLN) skills. crisis will continue to deep-
Athc theme of literacy Against this backdrop, the en. The majority of children
was held at the India theme of the Summit, “A in the primary grades need
International Centre in New Paradigm Shift in FLN: urgent support. We cannot
Delhi, bringing together the Making India Literate in leave it to the teachers alone
heads of several major CSR, Months, not Years”, was a tosolve this major crisis. En-

NGOs, Embassies, Schools, call to urgent action. tire communities need to be
Universities and the Govern- The chief gueston the first mobilised and all segments
ment to jointly solve India’s day of the two-day summit of society have to work in
biggest education crisis. was Defence Minister Raj- synergy. FLN needs to be

As per UNICEF, over 70% nath Singh, who remarked, treated asanemergency, and
10-year-olds post-Covid “Without strategic thinking, we need all hands-on deck.”

www.saksharmedia.com



http://www.saksharmedia.com/

4. Publication: India Horizon
Date: 12 June 2022

Page No: 2

Making India Literate in Months, not Years, is a
call to urgent action.

New Delhi,11-07-2022,--
SYNERGY SUMMIT to tackle
India’s biggest problem in
education.COVID has wiped
out years of gain in education.
As per UNICEF, over 70% of
the 10-year-olds post-COVID
school closures do not have
the Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN) skills. Against
this backdrop, the theme of the
Synergy Summit, A Paradigm
Shift in FLN: Making India
Literate in Months, not Years, is

a call to urgent action.

Without strategic thinking,
and without highly disruptive
solutions, the literacy crises
will continue to deepen. The
children in Grade 3 today have
not seen school till recently.
Children in Grade 5 lost most
of what they learned in Grade
3 before the COVID. Thus, the
vast majority of children in the
primary grades need urgent
support. We cannot leave it to
the teachers alone to solve this

major crisis. Entire communities
need to be mobilized and all
segments of society have to
work in synergy. FLN needs to
be treated as an emergency, and
we need all hands on deck.

He praised the FLN ground-
breaking efforts of Dr. Sunita
Gandhi, Former Economist,
The World Bank, and Founder,
DEVI Sansthan for coming up
with the new Global Dream
ALfA or Accelerating Learning
for All methodology. He said,

www.saksharmedia.com

“India needs highly disruptive
solutions such as ALfA Global
Dream to bridge the learning
gap within 90 days. The
traditional methods  have
grossly failed to develop the
foundational skills even after
five years of schooling.The first
day of the event also saw the
launch of a book written by
Dr. Sunita Gandhi: Disruptive
Literacy, A Roadmap for Urgent
Global Action, and published by
Bloomsbury.
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